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PREF AC By

R Vanfittart’s friends pubhfhed, in
‘: : the year 17645 two volumes.in oifave
© in juftification of his conduct.

Mr. Vanfittart arrived in England, in 3765,
and wrote a letter to the court of Dire&ors,
fignifying, that he fhould be glad to wait on
them: he. was receiv d accordingy to the
ufual form, and told thé court hcb:)ﬂs very

g ready to give them any mformat'on ghey
= might defire on the Bengal affairs,
When the fthips were all’ arrived, the court
of diretors were engaged for {feven weeks in
the examination of the condué of the com-
pany’s fervants, in Bengal, and the refult was,
an unanimous difapprobation on feveral im-
portant points ; they therefore declined a con-
ference with Mr. Vanfittart, out of a point
of delicacy, from having nothing agreeable
to fay to him.
Mr. Vaafittart thought himfelf injured in
this, in confequence ot which he pubh(hed
another edition of his juftification, and ap- -
peared active in an oppofition againt the pre-
Az fent
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fent direGors, which was declared only twe
days before the laft ele@ion. I waited on
Mi. Vanfittart, and endeavoured to diffwade
him from engaging in it ; but his final an-
fwer was, that he had been unworthily treat-
ed by the court of dxre&ors, and that he
would take every opportunity to refent it.
I then told him, " that he muft expe&t to fee
his condu attacked, and that I would pub-
Tith fome obfervations o6n his Narrative. A
letter appeared the next day in the Public
g\dvertifer, of which I'was the penman; and
left ‘my pame at the printer’s. ~ Mr. Vanfit-
tart reprefented- to me, that a paffage 'in that
letter, ‘which mentioned, large fums ftipu-
lated for by private treaty, was 'generally re-
ceived as a charge againft hlm, as i{ obtained
for h If, ‘which vias an mjury done to his
"Hé’m&er and ‘withed I would do

‘Eﬁm that refpet. 1 told him, I
no. aning'; that I meant the fum
pf’th'nt‘)* feven laacks of rupees fhpulated for
the army and ' navy, and fifty-three laacks for
reftitution, the former of which was by pri-
vaté “treaty, and out of candour and regard
to Mr. Vanfittart, wrote an e\:phnﬂtxon, not
3 tecantation. ' I then wrote thefe obfervati-
ons on Mr Vanfittart's Nnrmtne, but be-
ing extremely averfe to fo C: :able a con-
troverfy, I let them lay at the bookfeller’s ;
by what accident fome of them were difperfed
is’ 'not neceﬁaxy to ‘mention here, as- [ now
Pubhfh them ‘with my own naine,

Ag
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As to thc Obferver, which My. Van-
ﬁttart afcribes to me, [ never faw, heard or
knew of it, until it was advertifed, of ' which
th“lt gentleman is now fully conviuce
The -injuftice. Mr. Vanfittart alcsibes to
the diretors, with refpect-to an order fent to
ftop the payment of the reftitution money,
for. lofles fuftained in the war  againit
Coflim Ally Cawn, is this: The court of
directors could not comprehend upon what
principle of juftice, their arms or ‘influence
could be employed. to  obtain from the Na-
-bob an-indemnification for lofies fa"tamcd in
a trade carried on to the oppreilion of his {ub-
. jeéts and againft their (the directors) erders;
they therctore fent an order  to ftop the pay-
ment of it, that they might make a diftinti-
on betwixt a legal and an 1llagqlmde 5 and
I muft here oblc:rve that the  reftit
pulated for on this occafionsibcarsii
with that obtained from Meﬁmﬁm i
for the lofles fuftained, by, the; ﬁﬂ)u&&fﬁ"ﬂdlt
of Calcutta, by Surajah Lowlalu et
As tothe mjunouS C‘.preinoas m Mr. Van-
fittart’s pamphlet, I have no further notice, to
take of them here, .as Mr, Vianfittartihas, in
prefence of 'two other gentlemen, acknow-
ledged his error,” in 1fvubmg the Obferver, ta
me, and that he fhould: net have exprefied
himfelf in the terms he has, bad he not fup-
-pofed. me the author.of that paper: and 25
to Mr. Holwell’s ~work,: 1t -coutiins nathing
but {cusrility, and - 1,fhould be very h,uy to
diftuib his tmnqmluy at his time of life, or
do
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do_any thing that may tend to deprive the
world of his future reveries on the Banian

religion, & 3
Wherever Mr. Vanfittart and I differ. in
falts, the curious reader: may eafily fatisfy
himfelf by enquiry.. There is a dubious pal-
fage in Mr. Vanfittart’s work, which, for my
own honour, requires  fome explanation ; it
relates to an injury {uppofed to be done to.one
Omichund. This man: was a very,old, -rich
merchant, of great. abilities; he was . em-
ployed by Mr. Watts, in his negociation with
Surajab Dowlah, in 1757, and moft noto-
rioufly betrayed both parties : he was after-
wards inftrumental in negociating the treaty
with Meer Jaffir, but infitted on an article be-
ing inferted in that treaty, for thirty laacks
of rupeesifor himfelf, befides various other
Ands, h would have amounted to
neag'#t\."." , ."fY’cerli_ng, and threatened to' re-
veal our ‘negociation to Surajah Dowlah, if
we refufed, which would have expofed Mr.
Watts, and all the gentlemen difperfed about
the country to inftant death. To counteract
this ploting genius, it was agreed to deceive
him by a fham treaty, in which all his de-
mands were inferted ; but when the battle of
Plaffey was over, he was undeceived, and his
~difappeintment brought on his dotage a year
or two fooner than it would have come by
the courfe of years. As to any private ad-
vantage derived therefrom, by me, or any
one elfe, I know of none ; neither do I know
ef 3 fingle tranfation in thofe times that
would
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would not ftand the teft of the moft riid
{crutiny.
It is not from little occafional pamphlets
that the public are to form their judgement
on the tranfattions in Bengal ; they may ex-
pe@ to fec the hiftory of the war in that
quart,cr, by the fame able and impartial hand,
that has wrote the hiftory of the war in the
Carnatic ; until then I would recommend to
them to fufpend their judgment, 'or to col-

te@ their knowledge from thofe oentlemen
who have ferved m'Iﬁfdxa.

: :,;,;.r&}{q‘fsif‘:
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OBSERVATIONS
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Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative;‘

CANNOT eénter on my propofed re=
marks on Mr. Vanfittart’s three volumes;
without  firft taking a- f(hort view:
Clive’s conduét at Bengal. A
The certainty we had of Surajah DBy
intentions to attack us as foon as‘m‘;f ¢t and
forces fhould leave the Ganges, ‘urged s
to attempt the depofing hini, whx(ﬁ!
foon affe@ted by the battle of Plafley, and
Meer Jaffic placed in the fubahthip, con-
formably to our part of the treaty betweeh
him and the company. He, on his part,
promifed a vaft fum for reftitation for loffes
fuftained by the compiny and individuals,
i the capture + of Calcutta by Sutajah
Dowla: he alfo gave us a tra&t of land,
extending from our fettlement to the ocean,
and engaged to defray the expences of cur
troops, whenever we were required - to
B march
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march to his: affifkance, with other al‘thICu
needlefs to repeat. 4

The' general idea’ at thls time entertamed
by the f{ervants of the company. was, that
the battle of Plafley did only reftore us to
‘the fame fituation - we were in before the
capture of Calcutta: the fubah was con-
ceived to be as independent as ever, and the
Englith returned .into their commercial
chara&er, with no other alteration in their
fituation, than a full indemnification for
their lofles, and a finall acquifition of terri-
tory, which it was thought might defray the
military expences of their garrifons, grown
too burthenfome to be fupported by their
trade -alone: if the fortes wére to take the
field in fupport of the fubah, it was to be
at his.expence. Thefe were the ¢ mutual
conditions - and to ftrengthen and. fupport
Athq:rfnbah . we, in his prefence,  promifed
.:'.th”&‘ .company’s protection to Jaggutfeat and
f.RoyduHub for their lives and honour, as long
- as they remained firm in their allegiance to
their mafter. -

It is neceffary here to explain who thefe two
perfons are..

Jaggutfeat was a very great banker, whofec
anceftors had been long eftablithed in Ben-
gal, and during the power of the mogul,
ufed to mediate between the {ubahs and the
court of Delhi,  and remit the revenues ;
he was alfo mediator between many of the
rajahs. and the fubah, was always highly
refpected and efteemed ; and the late head

of




s o

of that houfe was fuppofed to ‘be poflefled
of many millions fterling = his rafliftance
and fupport were nceeflary to the flréngth
and reputation of the government, and owur
protetion' was neceflary to him, to preiesve
him'againft the defigns of the government on
his wealth. .

Roydullub was a Gentoo, or native Indian,
who' had been ' in“high employment under
Surajah Dowla, and was the.only onein.the
fecret of Meer Jaffir’s engagements with us;
and in confequence therecof made - very high
terms with ‘his mafter, demanding forfhlmfclf
and his brothers all the higheft offices in the
ftate.

Thefe e’noagementS'bemu made, the (ubxh
entered into'the full and independent exercifeof
his authority, and lord Clive geturned  to
Calcutta, leaving Mr. Scrafton atmfubahs

company and thcxr dcpendents, and the ﬁﬂ)-
je&ts of the fubah.

The fubal’s firft obje& was how to de-
lay or evade the payment of the fums fli-
pulated 'by treaty with the company, half
of which was p'ud and the remainder to
be difcharged in the ccurfe of three years.
In this implortant circumftance, Roydullub
manifefted fo evident a partiality to the com-
pany, as, together- with the exorbitant pow-
erlodged in his hands, from the many em-
: B2 ployments
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ployments civil and military, with which he
and - fiis famﬂy were cntxuﬂ;ea, gave rife to
a Jealou(), which foon produced a crifis ;
and the fubah’s forces were on the point
of attackmg ‘him, when we, ﬁDd :ng the
fubah could not be reconciled to him con-
formably to our agreement, took le undeg
our, protection, and fent . him to Calcutta.
New circumftances produced another . en-
gagement,
" The fubah, fix months after his acceflion,
thought fit to make the tour of his morth-
€In provinces, in which lord Clive accom-
panied him “with the'Englith forces. :Rams
naran, the governor of Patna, . a province
10 the, dOlTJh ion” of -the fubal, had been
very. fubmitlive in his letters; but when the
fubzh, '1pprouch<.d his ‘city, he kept at the
head:. of his tl'OOPS, and feemed determined
akf; terms for hlmfeh, and fought the
3 Ih protetion.’ Lord Chve conﬁd»rnm
cc{ﬁty of div: dmg tl*c I*rencn forcc.,
' 'ﬂq king a diverfion in ‘the Decap, (with
wbgc,h view he ' had alrecady. determined to
fend the greateft part of the forces to Gol-
~conda) ﬁw it wouid leave us fo weak in Ben-
galy,as might tempt the {fubah to evade the
“éxecutign of' the treaty; a connexion  with
the Nabob of Patna offered at once a fecurxtv
arramﬁ this ﬂpprencnﬁqn Lowd Clive thelc
ore dctcmnncd to fupport him, aud after
a long ﬁru;mle obtained his confirmation
: fro"l the fubah 1, and engaged to prote@ him
10 his gevernment, life, on | honeur, as long

™
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as he continued true in -hisuallegiance “to the
fubah. - ¢ sl

Thus much I thought itneceflary 'to pre-
mife, i order to explaui the varioas engage-
meénts which lord Clive ieft to his fucceflors
in'the government.
_ Lord Clive quiticd Todial very' foon after
the defeat of the Dutch by reolonel” Forde,
when our reputation was at the higheft, and
left an, army full three times ft-ouger than
that which he  commanded ' the preceding
ycar, with major. Caillaud 'at the 'head of
it, (who had always ferved with great re-
putatlm) and no enemy . to contend with
but the Shalizada, or emperor's:fon; the moft
defpicable that had ever appeared 'againit us.
The fubah's debt to the company Was very
much reduced, and provinces: afﬁoncd for
the payment of the remaindes, v
faithfully colleCted, were: npc&cﬂ«
off entirely’ within the year, rwhen-
to be 1e{’torcd to the fubah;
pany was -to return into. its: o]d obx‘hmcrcml
fyftem. And here’ I fhall  examine the error
which Mr. Vanfittart imputes to lord Clive,
of not having made fufficient . provifion for
the expences which would be neceffarily
incurred by our new engagements, which |
conceive to he a very unmerited attack on his
lordthip,

The tenth article of the firt treaty with

Meer Jaffir, runs thus: ¢ Whenever I de-
¢ mand the Englith aftiftance, I will - be ’It
% the (,hJ.l"C of maintaining their troops.”

in
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In con"equcnce of ‘which, when' the army
took thé¢“field; a hack “of 1 fupces per month
was ftipulated ‘for the''expence,” which more
than foffided”in' Tord Clive’s time. It” did
not enter“inté lord Clive’s Computatlon, that
his fiicceffor thould run up " the expence to al~
moft double’that * {fum ; nor could  he, whe
had défeated the army of Surajzh Dowla' with
thrée ‘thoufind men, conceive the "Englifh
fhould ever keep up an army of filteen thou~
fand1”H4d lord Clive's maxims of goveriiment
been followed ' by his {ucceflors, they never
could ‘have required it; ‘but they ated 'on very
different pi‘mcx les.

Wheénlerd ‘Clive’ left *Bengal, ‘on the 8th
of ‘Pebrudry, 1760, it feems to have been'ac-
knowledged by all parties, ‘that there fubfiftéd
a perfeét fnenafhxp between -the fubab and
the Enghifi; " yet, i Auguft following Mr,
Vagfiftase writes 'to colonel Cdillaud, /¢ 'The
mift I‘R V&étween the Nabob d4#id our gentle-
men’l feems 'to me, in''a great meafure,’ the
caufe of“all his dxﬁicult:cs and “ours.”!! This
interval comprehends thie time of Mr.Hal-
well's adminiftration, lord Clive’s' immediate
fuccéflor, “and leads ‘me. to an’ examination
of it. ' :
Colonel Caillaud - and the fubah’s fon,
Mhiran,  took the field agamﬁ the' fhahzada,
who had- entcred the province of' Bahar, and
marched’up to’ Patna, where Ramnaran ' bad
fuffered’a confiderable check before our army
reached that city.  Willing to diftinguith him -
felf, he vcmmcd an a&ion with the fhahzada,

n
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in. which, two’ of the fubah’s.officers .turned
againft him, and prcITed fo clofe on him, that
h<. received. two. wounds, and was only pre-
ferved by a battalion of fepoys, -and a fmall
detachment of Furopeans, who flung them-
felves between him and. the enemy, in which
they were almoft all cut to pieces ; but.gave
Ramnaran time to make his retreat, -and therc-
by faved the city from falling into the hands
of the fhahzada,

Our army foen after approached the enemy,
who watched their opportunity to attack Mhi-
ran fingly, which they effeCted ; Mhiran:him-
felf was wounded, and on the moment of ‘de-
feat, when our fepoys alone, without the bat-
talion once acting, put them to flight: .(gn{‘gead
however, .of purlhing the enemy, and keeping
up their terror, the armics; rengncd at Patna,
waiting the young Nabob’s recov :

This hali at Patna gave.cth:m 43 time to
recover from their .alarm, and, by g, foi
march they. pafled the city of Pa
for the . province of Bengal, and’,ma 135 days
pafledithe mountains, and appeared injthe pro-
vince of  Beirdwan. «

Hence arofe the diftrefles of the {ubah and
the company : the provinces affigned t6 the
company became the feat of war. |

- The thahzada was fuffered, to retreat the
way he came, and again threatned Patna: ar--
mics wereevery where, in motion, the provia-
ces harafled, and the rents withbeld.; .and in
the midd of this diftrefs, the youngi,?ﬂbob

was
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tas killed by a flath of lightning § nor wetd
thefe the only caufes of Meer Jafhie’s diftrefs.

Throughout ' the whaole -of Mr. Holwell’s
government we maytrace.the defign of a re+
volution, upon the bare examination of what
he thought fit to' publith. The r1th of March;
1760, 4 month: after lord  Clive’s departure;
Mr. Holwell; in a’ letter to Mr. Caillaud,
fays¥, (p. 21.) “ We muft however fupport
¢ him'and his government, as.long as we pof=
“ fibly can without involving ourfelves and
¢ employers in his ruin.: when this appears;
¢ it will ‘be time to think alittle farther, as I

« judge there'is no treaty. between us can exa&
“ thdtfacrifice.”” ‘The 21ft of March he
writes again in- the famie ftrain to Mr Haftings
at thefubah’s'court, (p. 22.) < I think it will
* behove us to ‘guard againﬁ our being invol-
¢ ved in t;hé’fﬁne ruin;” and in the fame letter
he acedfes -the fubah of engaging in afcparatc
co"réf' ¢e with the fhahzada. :

_ ‘_; (p '24.) in the inftrutions to cap-
tain 'Speé?g' (the commanding officer of ‘a de= -
tachment, going on the fubah’s fervice) he
writes; ““ You are not only ever to be on your
« guard ‘dgainft the enemy, 'but alfoagainft
« the treachery of the fubah himfelf, for
which precaution I have my p1rt1cular rea-
« fons.” '

The 7th of April he comes ncarer to the
poifit; in‘the following letter, (p. 3v.)

“«“To

* Vide Hobwe] 1 s Vindication, publifhed for Becket ir
i760. '
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¢ To Joun CarLravp; Efg; .

¢ Fort Wiltiam, April 7; 1760,
“ Sir, I am now forced to touch upon a
fubje&, which appears to me to require
our greateft attention. Some days ago l
wrote to Mr. Haftings, concerning an in=
formation Wthh was given, that the old
Nabob had fenta trufty perfon with a fub-
miffive *arzgee to the fhabzada, in which
he - exculpated ‘himfelf, by throwing the

- whole blame of the oppofition made to his

arms on the machinaticns of the Englifh.
Mr. Haftmos, in his letter; in anfwer to
mine, leemcd to think it unpoﬁiblc fuch 2
ftep could have been taken by the Nabob;
or indeed that he could have fent any arz-
gee at all : however; in a fubfequent letter
from him, of the 27th, he finds out .that
An arzgee was fent, tnough Mqht in
purport to that I m(ormed him ¢ " ?
thought it moft effential'to us to t
pofﬁble, the truth, I emp]oycd an emiffar

to Coriigaar Khant, the confequence of
which has been a phixmaund from the
fhahzada, inclofing a copy of the old Na-
bob’s arzgee to him; with an apology for .
not fendirig the original. A copy of the

copy I fend you inclofed; and requeft your

fentiments, how and in what light this ap-

pears to you. If the copy is authentic, the
cafe is plain, that this man. for whom we
C ¢ have

* Addrefles to Superiors arc called Arzgees or Petitions.
1 "The Prince’s chief ally;, a Rajah of a lirge country,

utary to Bengal,
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¢ have drawn the fword would not -fcruple,
if,:drove to-any extremity, tomake a facri-
«¢ fice -of his proteftors. : The phirmaand, I
fuppofe, differs little  in matter from that
* he* fent you: he reminds me of the obli-
¢ gations the Englith lay under to'his ancef-
tors, ‘and offers a carte blanche for the com-
“ pany, provided we will draw our forces off
¢-from that doer of evil, and join them to
¢< his ftandard, which he advifes me he has at
¢ prefent’ fixed at Seegur, and, ina few days
«_after, purpofcs to erect it in Morfhadabad.”
This proves that Mr. Holwell was: carrying
Qma correfpondence with the fhahzada at the
very time - our forces were a&mg againft him
in:the field, -at the very time he is 1mputmg it
asdicoime, to the fubah, that hedsengaged in
thellike Correfpondence. His own correfpon-
dencerheiacknowledges 5 but that of the fubah
is at:ic,ndcd awith he fuch proof: for the fol-
s an extraét of the anfwer from colonel

Cailland, (p. 34.)

‘!‘L‘f‘o”the Hon. J.Z. HorweLL, Efg;
e Préfident and Govcrnor of ForT
e WiILLIA M.

Camp at Dignagar, April15;11760.

¢¢.S1r, In order to come at-the trath, with
‘¢ megard to the Nabob's arzgee to the prince,
“‘Mr, ;JHaltings had recoux(c to’ the Nabob’s
¢ Rerfian, writer, ai man.who hath, on many
“¢{ gecafions, -given him: proofs of attachment
lesb bt RTT aréfliand

% cMaydr Caillaud denies thc receiving any Phirmaund
ﬂo.n. the Prince. ;
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¢ and fidelity.  The moment he fet his eyes.
‘¢ on the paper; he ‘declared it to be a forgery.
¢ May I beg leave to refer' you to Mr. Haft-
“ ings. for the reafon  he gave for ity as that
¢ gentleman’s knowledge in the language will
‘¢ enable him to give you a clearcr idea of
‘¢ thefe diftin&ions in the addrefs and ftyle of
¢ their letters than [ can pretend to. Formy
part,. I own, afterr Mr. Hattings had ‘re-
peated them to me, they were fo {atisfadtory
as to convince me, -the probability. of its
being a forgery was greatly in- the Nabob’s
favours?
The 24th of April, Mr. Holwell, «(p. 38.)
informs . colonel Caiilaud, that his own hir-
karrahs, or meflengers, returning 'from 'the
thahzada with difpatches from him, are>ftopt
and plundered of the letters. . What'ithefe
dxfp"ttchcs were, cannot now be known ; ‘but
they probably put an immediate end toallcon-
fidence between the fubah and the!
and left the former convinced thatia révolu
was then intended ; and.on the 24th of May
Mr. Holwell puts the queftion more plainly
to Mr. Caillaud, in the following lettcr,
1)
(P“ Hitherto our condu& in fupporting the
¢ fubah’si government can hardly be vindi-
< cated to our employers,: the more efpecially
<« fince his flagrant known breach of ‘the trea-
¢¢ ty laft year; not only by his invitation of .
« the Dutch forces from Batavia, but by his
¢ {hameful and infincere condu&t and dealing
¢« .with us after their arrival, and to this honr,
, ¢ rge

[{3
€<
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¢ _refpeCting that people. The weaknefs and
inconfiftency of his, whole politics, duaring
the courfe of this campaign, joined to the
repeated cruelties, murders; and oppreffions
¢ daily committed by him or his fon-on indi-
¢ viduals; the univerfal deteftation of his go-
* vernment throughout the provinces; the
obvious certainty of thefe troubles in the
country continuing without interruption,
-whilft this family exifts at the head of it;
 all thefe, with maay other confiderations
which I could enumerate, demonftrate wé
cannot longer, confiftent with what weowe
to. the company,. to natural jufticejand pro-
prlety, and to the Englith name, fupport a
fyftem of ufurpation and tyranny svhich
refleéts difhonour on ity and muft, if per-
ﬁf’t d 1in, 1nvolve our honourab]e employers
¥ and out colony 1 a {peedy ruin.’

The following was the anfwer he received
ff&a‘%ﬁ ,coien"l to that letter. (p. 52.) ‘
¢ Bad as the man may be wholfe caufe we
12 hcﬁv iupport, I cannot be of opinion that we
£ can get rid of him for a better, without
‘.f‘r'u_rmi‘x}_g the rifk of much greater inconve~
¢ niences, atte')dmo on ﬁxch a change, than
¢ thofe we now labour under. [ pleiume the
¢ effabiithing tmnthty in thefe provinces
¢ would reltore to us all the advantages of
§¢ trade we would with, for.the profit and ho-
"€ ‘nour. of our emplovers, and [ think we
$'bid faiver to bring that trangailicy about by
¢ our prefent ll)ﬂJ"‘llCC over ti e fubah, and
ii By fqpp.o;;nt)g hnn,} than by any change
Ryt IT t th,x§
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that ean be madeé) 'No figw i‘é‘volutlon can
take plice withsar'a certainty of troub‘cs,
arid 4 evolation” w il Eltainly’ be the con-
fcqunu, whenéyetr we ivxthdraw éﬁr pro-
tection fiom the fubaly; weé' cannot in pru-
d=nce neither, ib\h«’vL Ieave ‘this refolu-
tion to'chancs ;—Lwi muﬁ, i fome “degree,
beinftrumental in bringing it about. | In
fuch 'a cafe, it'is aot unpa-hb%e Wc rzufe a
mantothe dignity, juf} as unfit (o oov"rn,
as dittle ' to be dbpc"xded upoft, and in fhort

‘as great’a rogus as our Nabob} but perhaps

not-{o' gteat a cowidrd, nor fo great a fool,
and of confequence mach nidte difficult to
manage. " As to the injuftice of {upporting
this fnan, on account of his crueltms, ,0p=
preflions, ‘and his being deteited in 1113 go-
vernnient, I fee'fo little chigticd b th1s bIcITed
country, of findniga M'éi ued with the
oppoﬁte vxrtues, thi tItﬁi* ‘may p

with'thefe vices with' whk’k e haveno con-
ccrny, 1f ‘In’other mattefs we ﬁn- e‘,é fitteft
for our purpofes, i
¢ A§'to his breach of treaty by mt“oducmo
the Dutch laft year, thut was never fo clear-
ly proved, I believe, but to admit of fome
doubt, Coloniel Clive, before he left the
country, ' feemed fatisfied that whgt wag
fulpicicus’in his conduct in that affair, ,pro-
ceeded not from actual gullr but from the
timidity ‘of - his' nature. "~ But if we, ftill
{u(pe& him from further c;rcum{’c ances, we
alwiys have itinour power to put it to the

€ teft
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“ teft at once, by making him a& as he
¢ ought. ,

¢ The rains will give ‘us time to negociate,
¢« to fee we go on fure grounds, and make
« fuch a plan of alliance as will do us honour,
« and ‘be an advantage to our country and our
<« employers; but let us not abandon the Na—
¢ bob, &ec. &c.”

]ulyx in a letter to Mr. Amyatt, (p. 63 )Mr
Holwell invents a new calumny againft “the fise
bah,’ @ill' more improbable than any, iz

¢ That he is negociating for twenty-ﬁvc
thoufand Mahrattas to enter his country.’

I' have been obliged to be rather prolix in
this account of Mr. Holwell’s political ‘con-
du&, “that the reader may underftand from
wheneé arofe that want of confidence which
Mr. Vanfittart complamed of, and’the diftrefs
in which. the provinces were involved, when
Me. Vanfittart took the government, the end
of ]u]y,‘ 1760; foon after which Mr. Holwell
delivered to Mr. Vanfittart the following me=
morial,

A SHORT



)

SHORT fpace

fully proved how
unworthy the family
thus raifed to the fu-
bahf{hip were: thecon-
ditions of the treaty
could not be obtained
from the.fubah with-
out 1n a,manner bemg
extorted from him,
by a thoufand fhifts
and. evafions; it was
plain no fingle article
would ever have been
complied  with, - had
the {ubah been vefted
with fufficient power
to prevent it, or could
he have divefted him-
felfofhisownfearsand
apprehenfionsfromour
refentment. Tunka’s
on the lands were
however granted for
payment of the ftipu-
lated | fums at ftated
times, by which the
Roy Royen, or col-
le&or of the revenues,
and the Dewans, Mat-

T HE fenfe of thefe

two charges is uno
maore than this : That
the fubabh would il
ingly bave evaded pay-
ing a million /z’er/mg,
but finding colonel Clive
was, not to be inti-
midated,  be faithfully
complied with fis trea-
2y, by affigning the re=
Venues of . three pro=
vinces for the payment
of  the fums dué, »

4 NIy, -
bt SRR, -
T ey A

Wit d dpov:

foodies,
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foodies, &¢. depen-

dants_of ‘that office;

with every harpy em="

ployed in the Zemin=
_ dary or lands, became

our “implaeable : ene--

mies, and coﬁfcquent—
ly“a party was foon
raifed at the Durbar;
headed by the {ubah’s

fon Mhiran and Raja
Raag' Bullob, - who
wete " daﬂy planning
fchemés to' thake off
their depcudance on
the Englith, and con-
tmually urging to the
fubah, “that until this

was eﬁ‘e&c’fd hlS go-

fométh\fﬁ irritated by
our proteéhon of Ra-
ja Doolubram, (better
known by the name
of Roy-Duoolub) and
weakand irrefolute in
himfelf fell too foon
into thefe fentiments:
The firlt flep taken
to accomplith  this
fcheme of indepen-
dence, was to afiafii-
ngte and cut oif; un-

1,6_)_

This is awithout the

' _lea/iﬁzmdanbn' J

This is fa very far
Jrom being true; rbat
this Rajaéu//ob did a-
dout this time, propofe
to colenel Clive the
depofing  Meer Yaffir,
in favour of  Surajab
Dowila's brother. The
mnterpreter to this pro-
pofal was the author.

s The'men bere foid t
be put to death for their
attachment to ‘us, bhad
no_ fort’ of ' connexion
awith us.  Coja’ Hadee

“0as;
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deéf one pretence or
another, every minif-
ter and officer at the
Durbar; who they
knew were attached
to the Englith, To
this purpofe Coja Ha-
dee, and Coflim Ali
Khan firft and fecond

Buxy, were affaflinat-

ed in November and
December, 1758.

After matiy attempts
made on the perfons
of Rheim Khan and
Golam Shaw, his un-
cle and brother, they
were atlaft ebliged to
feck an afylum with
the fhahzada. 17359.

(v ]

was, & month or fwo
before bis. death, en-
gaged 1 a. projeét to
introduce the. French,
which was detecled by
the feizing of bis dgent;
one Muftapha, on lbis
way fo M. Bafly, com-
mander of the French
Jorces  in Golconda,
which Muflapha  was
thrown into prifon as &
Sy, where be remained
_ many months,but after-
ward became one of Mr.
Vanfittart's agents. for
bis inland trade. |- The
real mzﬁ of z‘/Jc’/iz—'
6:.'6,; dgéﬂl was,
that they, together with
cloven othersy fet .
hands_ to .a agr
mu!ua}’*- tc fisp,
other; 'w/Jz 4 paper "wz.r'
betrayed to the fubab
by Ramnarat.

This 15 void of all
truth.  Golem Shaw
wwas no relation of the
Subab i they were both
officers in bis fervices
and  revolted to the

7
Srabzagda.

19 Roy-= A
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Roy Doolub’s fon
and fourbrothers were
“proferibed, for no o~
ther.caufe but his own
inviolable attachmeént
to, us::o this family
would ‘have fallen a
facrifice, had they not
been refcued out of
the fubah’s hands by
force:of jarms. ‘Om-
hir Beg:Khan would,
dromv-the {ame caufe,
bave fuffered-the fame
fateihadhe not given
hisfolemnengagement
to,\quit the kingdom,
Wwhich he accordingly
did;.do ‘amiferable
ftate. of-health, .. and
Jived only to'arrive at
*B’Aﬁ-’lﬁh) et s (g
The next proje@ of
the Durbarappear'd by
cvery fubfequent con-
curring circumftance
to be a fecret negocia-
tion with the Dutch
fortranfporting troops
from Bataviainto thefe
provinces, that with
their united force a
frop might be put to
the power of the En-

L)

This profeription was
uothing more | than dif~
miffing them from their
employments, >and” they
areallaliveat thistime.

2E1E

This man qu{tt:d the
country, betcaufe be had
no. confidence: in any one
but lord Clive, and died
only Jaft year ati Buf-

Jorab. 1ha

; .

The awhole! of this
charge amounts' to no
muore than @ fufpicion,
that atithe time when
there fubfifled a jealonfy
betwween Meey: Faffir

~and the Englifh, oniac-

count of | the ‘procection
we gave to Ramnaran,
the fubab. may bave ex-
prefled < defire it fee
tawo ( European powers
an bis countryyithat be
night oppoje’ theys ito

' - hroglifh,
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glithe. . This« fcheme
was conducted by Ra=
ja ‘Raage .Bullob, \on
the ‘part of the fu~
bah, and by Foo-
kre Toojar . (better
known by the name
of Coja Wazeed)
on the part’ of the
‘Dutch, : about  Oc-
tober or:November,
1758; suthe - period
when the" Decan ex-
pedition :took ' place,
under colonel Forde,
and your garrifons
much reduced.

Soon after, the pro-
vinces were invaded
by the fhahzada, (un-
doubted . heir to the
mogul empire) on the
fide of: Patna; and
colonel ' Clive, with
the Englifh troops and
fepoys joined the fu-
bah and ‘his army,
and by forced marches
preferved Rajah Ram-
naran (Nabob of Pat-
na) fteady in his du-
ty, and - arrived juft
intimeto fave that ci-
ty and province, and

D2

each othery cand> pre-
Sferve: the ballance of
power 152°'/oiS oten-bands.
Thisiis bat “cohjetture,
unattended': with) any |
proofs but rwhen. they
did arrivey be.alled the
moft s henourable part
that was poffible': e -
fentdord  Chiveo tawelve
covers of | Rtters ad-
dreffed te the” governor
of | the  next  provinice,
under bis fign"and feal,
and told bint 2o employ
his forces and “authori-
2y.to what purpofebe
pleafed 51and whenthe
Dutch commenced hof-
tilities, he fentr bis fon
with a body of forees to
Joinusy 7.(*}.‘{ d"i |
3 2 - BRI O

sSefal v

drive
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drive the prince be-
yond the river Ka- v
ramnaffa, and brought : ,
the Budgepoorc, &ec. -
i countries ‘under fub-
jection,
" The. prince Paond ‘Lord lees ru[r af
than oncewrote tothe ¢ondutt was a . rigid
colonel, .offering any obfervance. of . all cii
termsiorthe company gagements,
and ‘him/felf on condi-
tlontthngmhwould- J &
quit -the fubah and e
+ joinhis arms: butthe '
colonie} thinking itin-
_(\:pmpatible‘ with our
itreaty: of alliance,gave
the prince no encou-
mgcmevt~
AR fmf, \end of' the
a-mg;u»gn, in' June,
17595« ke colonel re-
turned to' us, and a-
boutthe fametimeé the
fubah and young Na-
bob Mhiran arrived at
Muxadabad, bothnow
withfull conviétion of
our firm attachment
to hisgovernmentand
fa‘xmly, 2nd of our re=
ligiows regard to trea-
ties. What fenfe'they
retaingds of thefe ob=

>

1
ot L

li gatioris,



A g 5% o

ligations, and ~how
long will appear by
and by

The fubah and his
fon thinking  them-
{elvesnow better efta-
blithed in the govern-

ment, and  {creencd

by fuchra powerful

{upport as qur arms,
fet no bounds to their
crueltics, oppreffions
and exacions from
thofe who had any
thing to be plundered
of, and thefe barely re-
ceived a check from
the frequent and fe-
vere. remonftrances of
colonel Clive to the
{fubah, on a condué
whichhe foretold him
muft, from the gene-
ral deteftation of his
people, end in the
deftru&ion of him-
felf, his family, and
country ; his troops
clamorous for their
pay, whilit the fu-
bah, in place of ap-
propriating the fums
he had acquired by
;e‘pg:atcd afla{linations

13 OV1 A: :
f1:: bnoygt
fl;;lll[u"

1.

' ; 1066198 ud Jia g
Thissbeing-a geim’al
c/bzzrge, L can. an{y Sy,
#t,ds . general falfe ;.
the. fituation in° whith
the fubal’ wwasy with
refpedt o bis forces be-
ing mutinois. anid ‘-
moraus for their piay, is

0. more! \thandis et~

yion Lo abmioft ~ll "t/)..
Nubobs. of  Thalis Od
bave arre,zdyf Mﬂ‘éﬂ”‘u])
two. of \ thel inffantis™
czjz,qc{_/t tywith which M7P,
Holwell has ch arb'éd the
ﬁ:ﬁﬂ’b am‘:[ pLes
;‘ﬂke.ym.'tbﬂ, e,
mm,lqguk)w)‘nvmﬁcf 7's
ajcribed tabin by M.
Holwell and Mr. 1V,;,14
fittart.
. The widow of - ‘-'ulll‘t_z-
Jabh Dowld's uncle. !
The mother of Sdm—
:zlz Do'w/a :
The adopted fon q)"
Surajah Doola'suhéle.
T e widow o Sz(hz-—
Jjab Bawla, uiN . 2211
The infant d‘zzzléfjh’r
gf Surajab Doola.

to

-
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lavithed the works.

The flory of the mur-
der of the women and
children was calclated
to affect the paffions, to
remove every feruple

Srom the minds of thefe

Mr. Holwell was en-
deavouring to bring o-
ver to bis views; he ac~
cordingly writes fo Mr.
Haftings, (p- 46-)

¢ Thefe are the atls
¢ of the tyger we are
“ fupporting and fight-
 ing for.”

Myr. Haflings con-
cludes bis reply in thefe
words. < If this charge
“ againft Lim is true,
““ no argument can ex-
““ cufe or palliate fo a-
““ trocious and compli-
““ cated a villainy, nor
“«« (forgive me, fir, if
“ I add) our fuppori-
 ing fuch a tyrant.”

For my own part,
when I read this long

and bloody lift, I con-

Jectured that the phir-

ingunds. flopped - by the
Ju-
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fubak, bad_ confrmed
/sz i bis opmzon, 1ot
rc;/blufzm Dl takin

ro depofe’ bim, and (ke
Jufpected) in ﬁz'vaur gf
oneof thisold jmm!) s
therefore, as moft Eaft=
ern princes ufually do,
be bad deftroyed them :
but my congeltures were
needlefs 5 for I now give
the words of ford Clrve,
an a letter by the Gren-
wille.

«“ I defire it may be
<« known, for the ho-
“ nour of FYaffir Ally
“ Kason, that the mur-
“ ders afcribed to bim
““ 10 Mr. Holwell’s me-
“ morial, (p. 46.) are
““ cruel afperficns wvoid
“of all truth; for
“ they are” all now li'v-
““ ing except the tw
< laft, who were pui
““ to death by Mbiran,
“ anknown to bis fa-
ey T

To put this matter
beyond all doubt, I hawve
obtained copies of the

under-written papers.

W Ertra& of-a letter from lord Clive to the court of,

Jm:é'tcrs, per Grenville.
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"TRANSLATION of an ADDRESS 7o Lop
CLIVE, reccived Deceméer’ 19,1765,

E Moraud-ul-Dowlah, fonof Jeeram="
ul-Dowlah, with my two fifters Sheeruff
ul—mﬁ’a ‘wife of Ahverdy Cawn; with the wife
and daughter of Serage-ul-Dowlah, Shooka-~
bolla Cawn, Hus uz Alla Cawnj’ Meerzay,
&c. fons of Sarfcraz Cawn, with our three fif-
ters, ]eiT'zrut jung Mirza Jubba, &c. fons of
Soulah Jung, with our mother and one fifter.
By our ill fortune former rulers have, for a
Yong time paft, kept us, innocent people, im-
prifoned at Dacca, and we did not receive re-
gularly even the flender fuftenance which was
allowed us.. By the. hardthips of imprifon=
ment and our diftrefs for food and neceflaries,
our life was rendered bitter tous.” When the
Nabob Maun—un-Dowmh Bahadre Muzzufur
Jung came to Dacca, he paid us our fmall
allowance reguhr]y, imonth by month. Now
that your, Yordhip, out of your great Lmdnefs,
has releafed us from. our confinement, we are
arrived fafe at Moorfhidabad: For the reft of
our, 'lwes, receiving an allowance from the Sir=
car and ;urmﬂnnﬂ' ourﬁh es with, neceflaries,
we ﬁld.ll be conPantl, employed in'praying for
the'] perpetu ity of your Proipertty and g'loxyci
an
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and thall never be guilty of any improperaction
contrary to your pleafure.
’ Under the feal of
Setf-ul-dun Mahomed-Cawr
Mabhomed Mogleo
Mooly Begum ‘
Morand-ul. Dowlab
Shooka bolla Cawn
Shereef-ul-niffa Begun
Lulf ‘ul-uiffa Begum : .
Mahomed Huffuz Olla Cawen Br.
Iyevab Begum, daughter of Ullauv- ul'-Doﬁ?la{?
Nuffur-id-dun Mabomed. Cawn ‘
Abso Tiraub Gawn '
Aufun-ul dun Mabornied Cawn Br.
Monfinna Begum, daugbter of Uleitr-td-
Dowlah =

Mabun-Begrm . ;
Lauralu Begunty dasigbter of Ullauv-ul Dowlal
Jeffarub Jung Bt
Yerzazaud-ul Doivlah »
Mabamet Toula, fon of Soulut fung

COPY of the PostscrIPT of 2 LETTER
Srom Mr. SY KES, dated Nov. 1763.
L INCE writing the above, Marada Dow=
1ah, Agahbabah, with many other perfons
of quality, who have been fo long prifoners at
Dacca, waitedont me this morning, when the
expréffed theirgratitude for the part his lord-
{hip had fo generoully taken in their favour,
by procuring their releafe, an aé they little
expeted, tho' without fault. They requefted
I would aflure your lordthip, &c. that they
E would
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would ever retain the greateft fenfe for fo great
fn obhgatlon, and defired I would forward the
enclofed letter to you as, foon as poffible.

The relt of thls memorial ‘needsno com-
ment, but here I fhall obfcrve that moftof what
Mr. Holwell has publifhed, is entitled to equal
credit with this memorial. :

The next period: 1 thall confider is the ftate
of affairs from Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival to the
diffentions which broke out between him-and
his council, It appears, that the ‘company’s
agents requefted the fubah to fend his-fon-in-
Iaw, Meer Coflim, to Calcutta, to confult with
them on the meafures to be takén for the ge=~
ncral good, . and to regulate the operations of
the future campaign, .which ; the fubah (pro-
bably acquiring. frefh confidence: from  the
changc in our government) immediately con-
fcnted to, and he arrived at Calcutta the 2oth
o September. M. Holwell’s account of this
aﬂ’ﬁxr 1hews, that he {o compleatly  debauched
}um from his al]cglance to his prince and. fa-
ther-in-law,that on his firft conférerice he dared
to. propofe the *mmurder of  Meer Jaffir to him,
neverthelefs the treaty,was concluded the fame
day

Mecr Coffiln returned , to-Muxadabad, and
fdon_after governor  Vanfittart followed him,

_ - un-

% Vide ‘Helwell’s Vindication, publifhed ' for' Becket,

"60, the, following words---¢¢: clofing ‘this introduétion
with faymtr that the Subah was mcapable of govern-

mént; ‘that no faich or truft could be put in hxm and

t)\anf he'was ' not taken off, it would Hlever be in his

power to render the company thole fervices which he
¢ “had fo much at heart.”

‘<

~
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under  pretence of paying his' firft vifit'to the
fubah, and on the “fame “didy' Mr. Holwell re-:
figned the fervice. ‘The tredty wis at this time.
a profound fecret to the abfent members of the
committee, ‘and to the members of the coun-
cil who were not of the committee; by whom,
as well as by the whole fettlement, it was un-
derftood, that Mr. Vanfittart was , going to rc-
move fome> of ‘the fubah’s m:mﬁers, and to
confult with him on the means of refforing
his affairs. | I'now fet in oppoﬁt-on to Mr.
Vanfittart’s account of the revolution, what
was publithed 'in 1764, figned by cglonel .
Coote; P.'Amyatt, John Carnac, Wn. Ellm
Stanlaké ‘Batfon,’ and Hirry Verelit. i

« Ata'time when there'was not the ]eaﬁ;
« appearance'of 'a ruptureor difgult betwccn
¢ us.and the!Nabob," Jaffer Aly (.uvn, on' the
« contrary a friendfhip and har morty {‘ubﬁﬁ
<. Meer 'Coffits Chan, his ‘fon-i -in- law’ ame.
<« down to Calcutta, 'on fome- pretencc or 03 1[cr”
«¢ to vifit Mr. ' Vanfitrart;' and hav\né ftay ed 2
<« fhort time,| rétarned’ to ‘Moorfhad: 1bad on,
« the pretence of 'a vifit ta the Nahob. Co-
¢ lonel Caillaud, with a party of two. hundred
Eutopcans and fome fepdys, attended him,
who (to rémiove the'' futpicion which fuch'a
force would neceffarily have occafioned) it
was pretended were going up to:FPatna to
« reinforce the anmy there. When Mr. Van-
¢ fiteart arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid
“““him tiwo vifits, at the Jaft ot whxch Mr. Van-
fittart, without, any: previous notice of ‘Kis
intentions, gave him three 1itters, mentionsd
E 2 e 1
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in the confultation of the 1eth of Novem~
ber 14760, of which capies have been tranfe
P mitted you, Theabruptnefs which thefe with
letters were prcfcnted him, one clofe upon

~the other, and the unexpeéted propofals con-

tained in them, terrified the Nabob, and he
was entirely at a lofs how to ac, but defired
~time to: confider ‘on what was ta be done.
Mi. Vanfittart fecing his perplexity, ftrongly
infifted on'fis naming fome perfon from a-
among “his relations to take charge of the
fubah{hip, and very  parucularly recoms-
mended Coffim Aly Chan, 'who was fent
for,and the Nabob was defired to flay till

¢she came; but Coffim Aly Chan delayed fo

long; and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of

f mmd, and {0 defirous to be releafed from

the vifit, being greatly fatigued, that Mr,
Vanfittart was obhcred, inforder to fave ap-
ipearances, ‘to fuer “his departure to the pa-
‘lace, after having detained him much longer

{#¢ than his inclinat: ion. That mght and the day

£
€

SEinL

 following pafied in concer tmg meafures with

Coffim Al ty Chan, how!to put lin execution
the: plan® befdre agreed on-in Calcutta; a
‘treaty having been figned for this purpoefe
'in Sept .nb\.r, 1,60, whxle Coflim Aly Chan

' was down there.. In - confequence of thefe

deliberatiods our troops clandeftinely croffed
the river the next mght, under col. Caillaud,
and beingjoined by Coffim Aly Chan and
his party, furrounded the Nabob’s palace.

so-letter from! -Mr. Vanfittart was fent in,

df‘mnndmf* his immediate compliance with
; < what
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what had been propofed to, him; to which
the . Nabob returned - for antwer,! that fuch
ufagd-was what-he never expséted from the
Englith ; that whilfta force was at his gates
he would enter -into no terms, fand that it

“was his defire our troops might: be returned

to Mecradbaug. = A meffage: was then fent,
informing the Nabob; that, if he' did not

~directly comply, they - thould be'obliged to
Atorm thepalace.. : Terrificd and:aftonithed

by, this' menace, he opened the: gates, ex-
claiming that.the Englifh: wese: guilty of
perjury and breach ‘of faithy :that had he

perceived their defigns againftohis govern-

ment, he had friends enough to hazird atleaft

s one battle in his defence; butalthdno eaths

were facred enough to bind thenglith; yet,
as he had fwornto be their faithful friend, he
would never. {werver from his énghgement,

andsrather fufier death , thandraghis fword
againft 'them..”. Soifufpiciousswas he of be-

ing fold, 'that he defired “to knotv’tvhat fum
of money. Coflim Aly; Chaniwas 8 give for

ithe fubahthip, and ' he’ would give half as

much’ more :to-be: continued'; he hoped,
however;if they intended to-dethirone him,
they) would cnot: leavé himtoithe mercy of
his fon-in-law,. from whom he feared the
worft, but.rather withed they: would carry

~him/ from the city, and:give fiim'a place of

fafety in”Calcuttan  Thislaftrequeft of the
Nabgb's, the effcé of hisifear and defpair,
‘was immediately laid hold of, and’ conftrucd
intothe lightof 3 voluatary refignation : ac-

' ¢ cordingly
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& cordmgly our troops took pofiefiion of the
« palace; Meer Coflim Chan ‘was raifed tothe
¢ Mufnad, -and the old~Nabob was hurried
“ into-a boat with'a few ‘of his women and
;- neceﬁ'anes, and fent away to Calcutta, in a
“¢ mannct; wholly unworthy of the high rank
«_he fo. lately held, ras is alfo’ the fcanty fub-
«¢ fiftance allowed him there by his fucceffor.”

“ Thus was Jaffir Aly Chan depofed, in
«¢ breach of a treaty:founded on the moft’ fo-
“ lemn; oaths, and ‘in-violation of the national °
¢, faith ;3 .a-prince of ‘whofe friendfhip and at-
“.tachment: you have had many fignal proofs,
«_in whofe caufe our “arms’ have ‘with much
“ honout been employed; and by a‘firm adhe-
. zenge to whom:the: Englifhhad achH’Cd
‘¢ _throughout the whole: countzy {o unjverfal a
¢ charaéter of fidelity:and conftancy," ‘that the
“_moft perfeét‘tonﬁdence was” placed'' by, the
“¢ patives inthem.”

Suchwas therevolation adopted by Mr. Vana
fittart at the inftigation of Mr. Holwell!

‘Whoever iwill candidly examine’ the whole
of this proceeding, will; I'believe, auknowledge
with me, that the members of the committéa
and, councd who 'were not’ confulted, ‘could
never forowe arman, who had ‘thus'déceived
them into. a revolution they cotild not approve
of 5 they weré perfuaded too'it' was for ‘corrupt
purpofes, for tho the obligation for the'twenty
laack was. returned, it'was Cleft open to a future
claim, as-appears by Mr. Holwell’s account of
the' fpeech he made when this prcfcnt was re-

dfcd.
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fufed*. < That we -were labouring for the
““ peace and fafety of country only, and ‘could
‘¢ not in honour réceive the offer; but that,
¢ when the country was  fettled, ‘the compa-
¢ ny’s debt paid off, and:the arrears'paid’to
s his troops, if he then thought there"was
¢« aught due from him, he was at'liberty‘to
« gratify his friends in what manncr' he
“ pleafed.}”

Nor was this:the only ground of their faf-
picion : the chief author of that revolution left
the country foon after, witha fortune acquired
in a government of a few months; ahd thereis
now in the hands of the «court of directors'a
copy of an acknowledgment, under his'hand,
of his. receipt of confiderable. fums of money
for fervices rendered by him ‘to Coflim" Aly
Chan. Mr. Vanfittart, who arrived but'a few
months. before, and was univerfally well recei-
ved, by this revolution, and the: mannér’ in
which it was conduced, loft at onc’c the con-
fidence of: his council. ik

I comenow to the confideration of Mr. Van-
fittart’s adminiftration after the revoluuon was
effected.

Major Carnac, by his a&ive condu&tina few
days defeated the thahzada, {new king by the
death of his father) who: delivered himfelf ‘ap
to the major, together with Monf{. Law and his
party, by which the war was broughtto an'end;
and with_ it vanifthed all . the. diftrefies of the

) jgovern-

* Vide Publication for Becket. e

16 Vide, p. 23. Holwell’s retutation, publithed for Becket
1794
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government _and. of the company;-and the
council juftly urged the Jike fuccefs would have
had the fame effe& under Mcer Jaffic-as undet
Meer Coffim.

The firlt object of. contentxon with the Su-
bah was Ramnaran, the \Yabob of Patna, whofe
fervices 'and attachment to the Englith are fully
acknowledged in. M, Vanﬁttarts Narrative,
p- 198 Meer Coffim had too ‘much pene-
tration_not “to difcern’ the views which in-
ﬂuencad col. Clive to take this man into his
proteqlhon, he . faw clearl; he'was meanf as a
chpckpn his-predecefior, “and would be fo to
him if, hp could not effe& his removal. The
pretcncc for removmg him was his refufi ing'to
accou,ugfo; the revenues of his provinces: how
juft_the c}xargc was L.am no' judge; I can
only f’*}, the author accompamed Tord-Clive
in the expeditionin 1759, and no fuch charge
was~ then urged againft’ him. Mor. Vanfittart
takes(,gcba; pains o geprefent col. Coote as
wi lu)gxo {creen Ramparan from the' Nabob’s
joft d;m;mds but it does not appear to me in
that light ;:in Mr. Vanfittart’s firft vol. p. 202.
The fubab acknowledges col. Coote toﬁi him;
“ he might make a fearch into. his accounts,
« and if_he was convicted of mlfcondu& and
s the council’s order. fhould zuthorizs it, he
#¢ {hould be difiniffed :” again to the fame ef-
fect, p. 210 ; but, infad, the Nabob was de-
tcrmmcd to have him given up to him, and
was as unw:ll ing to fettle accounts with him as
he was, to have them fettled. “This col* Coote
faw,, but _was unable to follow the fubah

throuoh
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thro'ugh alt his fubtleties, and by the art of the
people about him, was fometimes provoked
to acts of paffion, and his mind embittered by
the mortifying refle®ion that .the fubah’ in-
trigues would certainly prevail, and this man,’
who had been fo faithful and ufeful an ally to
us would be delivered ap to him.

The whale of this negociation is a fine pic-’
ture of an eqﬁern politician, workmg to his
end by every act of bribery, menacing, and
ibothmg, conducted with'the utmoft command
of tempér: he ‘at laft prevailed,” Ramnaran’s
perfon was putin his power, and his'govetn~
ment_given to 4 map devoted to' the fibah's
Ramnarah was put IK irons, -and ‘he was held
cut to His fubje@s #n terrorem, to teach’ them :
what thofe ‘muft expe& who fhould feek pro
tection of the Englifh againft his power ;¢ and
agrecable to the plCdl&[Oﬂ of the Cdimcﬂ hc
was afterwards murdered. Y

I thall only make this refle@ion, that w?rt—
ever dlfplca(urc ‘his condudt might have Owén to
the fubah,"a regard for our own engaoemcms
thould have aﬁorded his peifon proteétion,‘as”
in the e‘{ampie. lord Clive > gave in the affair’ of !
Roydullub, to ‘whom out protection had been
faithfully promxfed and who is now alive.

From the giving up of Ramnaran, in July,
176[, to Mr Haftings’s departure ‘to the fus
bah in Mau_h 1762, the fubah feems em-=
ployed in c(labh{hmg his power in thc pxo“
vinceof Bahar, in formmg his army, n rcgu-
fating his forces, ‘and 'in that period 1o very
material dllp"tcs happencd Mr. Vanfittart

m-
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indeed laid much: ftrefs on fome a&ions of Mr.
Bliis, which he afcribes to a fettled defign in
the /latter: to. effet’ a; rupture whcneve1 he
couldy whichis a motive he openly or taciily
aferibes to his opponents-throughout his whole
work 1 The 1actions  with, which he charoes
Mr. Ellis are, the having  feized one of the.
cuftom officers for interrupting the company’s
tradc, saad the.demanding the deferters, .

Withrefpe&t to the feizing thc cuf’rom of=-
ﬁcer, it turns folely on the fa& whcther he
treated. our: pafs, with contempt or not. . The
doing ourfelves juftice in matters of phlrmaund
‘privilege was a power we always eYercxfed I
crememberia multitude  of, mﬁances in former
timgs;cand often pradifed. it after Meer ]afhrs
acceflion; without any complamt from him or
fromrany {aperiors.
). The demanding the deferters, fuppoling the
{a& truenthat there were defcrters,  was ver
juftifiable;; "and if the fubah would: perfevere in
not:trafting a {ingle. man to go into; ﬂmc fort to
feavch} Mr. Ellis was equally rxght not to with-
drawshis fepoys; the fubah’s pcople reprefent-
ingthis as an attack on the fort of Mongheer,
fhewed them as prone to urge on a rupture as
the fubah pretended M. Elhs tobe; tho' I
declare I'fee no part of Mr. Ellis’s condu in
that light hitherto. His Ietter to Me. Haftings,
17th M“y, 1762 is tome a clear proof he had no
fuch intention, aud - the fubah’s refufal of his
vifit,and not anfivering his letter, thewed atleaft
theifame bitterncfs on his part. .

He
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He, in the mean time, was ruining every
man, who had ever fbewed any attachment to
the Engh{h ‘the door”was openedito thefe
jealcufies by one of the firft' aGtions'of Mr:1 Vans
fittart’s adminiftration. " The  reader will re-
membet, that lord" Clive left ' an agent dt: the
fubah’s court, whofe ‘bufinefs it was to make
and receive all complaints, and to have a con-
ftant ey to cvery thing that was'going for~
waid. This was a privilege 'we'always 'pre-
ferved; in former timesa native was our agent,
but after the battle of Plafley an Englithman
refided in this capacity ; him, Mr:(Vanfittart*®
withdrew {oon after his arrival,:and' the Nabob
was fuffered to continue at the 'extremity of :his
doniinions, ‘without any body to infdrm rus-of
his motions. By this every triflingrconaplaint,
report or jealoufy had time'to tike deepénroot,
and reports of many kinds prevailed mncontra-
di¢ted ; the govemor)bemo by rthis sthe fole
channel 'of communication betwéen the, (ubah
and the Enghith. 4" ' Sty

The little harmony which' now fuhﬁﬁed be-
tween the fubah andthe Englith, ‘inddced the
company’s agent at Calcutta to dcputc M.

F 2 - Warren

* . T impute this to Mr. Vanfittart, becaufe  the céuncil
gcnera]]{y acquielce in all propofals  the prefident makes,
with refpeét to the condu& of po]mc.xl affairs.

+ The Armenians fed the Subah’s jealoufy by continual
reporting to him the’ private difcourfes that pufled: in: Cal-
cutta to his difadvantage;s and the alarm was kcpt up in
Caleutta,, by the accounts conﬁ‘mtI) received of the pro-
grefs the Subah was makmg in forming an am*), difci-
lining Sepoys “cn” our' pldny and coxv{h‘uu.mu ficld pieces
with an intention to break with us.
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Warren Haftings, a member of the council to
the fubah, The reafon affigned was, to remove
thq unealinefs and jealoufy, ‘which the fubab’s
condu& indicated; and to ‘prevent the bad cf-
,fe&s which might arife from a want of confi-
.dcncc, a.very clear proof that at this time the
Councﬂ did not mean a revolution ; thxs dgpu-
tanon was ordered in March, 1762, and M.
Amyatt s party took this opportunity to dcmand
the twenty, laacks, for which the Nabob had
given his bond when the treaty was made
with him, and they fufpeted was aCtually re-
ecived, feeirg that the manner in which it was
firlt Jrc;fu{'ed left it open to a future claim.
(vxde Peaiv) 3
ey never meant to perfilt in the demand,
.But topk this and every other occafion to thew
thgt their miftruft and refentment to the gover-
nor werg as ftrong as ‘ever.
come now to fpeak one of the real caufes

o&t e war, I mean the trade car ried on by the
Servants,of the ,company, in falt, beetle-nut,
toi)acco, .and otheratticles of inland confump-
tlczn, ,whlc.h I Ihall treat’ of cach diltindly by
itfelt.. . o,

Tﬁéjwords of thc Phirmaund are’s ¢ What-
& Jgver, goods or merchandife their agents may
5 ¥ brmg or,carryy by land'ot by WWr, in the

N~

¢ ports,; quarters, or- borders of me plovmcc,
“« kpow zhem to be cuitom frée.”

It 18 {uch 1 dn. abfuxdxty to fuppofe .that the
eourt, of, Delhi's granting perniiflion to a fo-
reign- nation, :coming by feato trade with their
fubjeis, could mean @ trade in"the confump-

f,l‘Oﬂ



§..87 )

tion-of the countryifrom ene province to an-
other, or in other words, acmouopoly of ‘all
the¢ neceflaries of life over theitown fui‘ﬁé@f&
that Lwill not lofe time and words iﬁ-a’rgﬁif’fg
upon it, but fhall declare it was a cohﬁru&fén
never thought on in the author’s time: 1Th;ét“c
was atime when our fleets to- Patna ufcd”‘%o"gc
efcorted by a confiderable force, to guard'againft
afct of pirates who infefted the Gangess and
under” pretence of carrying provifions for {ol-
diers, and becaufe they were 'too ' ftrong to be
forcibly fearched, ufed to carry-falt.” ’It-;v"\f%fs.a;
firflt winkid. at by the government, " biit ;iﬁ"é\t
long; for ‘about the year 1744, it was‘madea
pretence for a demand  on the!company,”’ who
ditmiffcd fome of their agents forit,’ dild’hb’ﬁé
tively  forbad it ; and I believe: itlieré'3vas no
other “inftance of it uptil-after the' battle of
Plafley, when the author being refident at the
Nabob’s court, received a:compl aiht_s"'-‘ﬁl'zf'a/ﬂ".,_
Verelft carried on fuch a trade 3 én!'which' he
applied to lord Clive and:thesprincipal “agents
of the company, who,gave itas their'6piaion,
<< That the Englifh had acquired no on §’d-

<« ditjonal privilege in tride by our treaty'with
« Meer Jaffir,” The authorrwrote this.to Mr,
Verellt, and heard nomnere complaints of Him,
His fucceflor at the {ubah’s court ‘entertained,
the {ame opinion ; yet we find it was foon-after
given into. There is a paflage in Mr. Hafting’s
Xletter which. implies that lord Clivé 'was ¢on=
cerned in this trade, which isablolutely falfé;
and I am perfuaded he never gave a pafs {anles”
de-

* Vide Mr. Vanfittart’s 1t vol. p. 27.

354802
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deceived into it) but for the regular articles of
export ;and import, according to the praéhcc
of former 2OVernors. |

\The, firlt . claim of this trade, as: matter of
nght, wasin Mr. Holwell's letter to.Mr. Haf-
tings, -dated February 11, 1760%, probably the
firlt Jetter he wrote -after lord Clive left the
government: he therein defires to know, why
the Englith thould not trade in falt, beetle-nut,
and tobacco? What Mr. Haltings’s anfjver was,
X know, not ; 'what it /{hould have been, 1 well
know ¢ he fhould have reprefented it as a vio-
lation of the Phirmaund, as well as. of the
company’s-orders, and incompatible with the
peace of the country : he thould have wrote fo
o, the.governor and' council, and have quitted
the, fubah’s coust, if they perfiftedin it,

From this time it appears to me to have been

frcncrg]ly @iven .into : for after the fuperiors
‘had et the cxamplc, it is. not probable their
mfer&ors were long iin following it.: 1 The dif-
;t.a&cd ftate. of the country, after the fhahzada
_.entered Benga] took;off the fubah’s attention
.to it ynor had he complained, was ti‘crc much
protp°& of .redrefs,

The firft part of, Meer Cof'im s Teign was
taken up with mxlmry operations, Vand the re-
gulation of the province of Bahar,: but, when
he had reduced that entirely under his power,
increafed his mthtary force, and began to fecl
his {teength, he feems to have taken;the refo-
lution to check -the encroachments of ;the En-

,glifh trade.  He found his revenue affe&ed by
it
# Ibid, p. 3t
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it, his authority trampled upon by~ ‘the unicon-
troulable power exercifed by the Enghfh agents
all over the country, and, in’ fhort, 2l itho{c
evil cdnchucnccs which ' he 'fo well deferibes
in 'his' letter to the governor, of May 1762,
vol. 1. ‘page 97 ; or, without referring’tothat,
we will take Meer Jaffic’s words on ‘the occa~
fion. -+ “¢''The poor of 'my country uifed to get
“ their bread by trading in falt, beetle-nut,
<¢ ‘and tobacco, which ‘the Englifh have néw
“ ‘taken to themfelves; by which my poor ‘are
ﬁarvmo my revenues ruined, and 1 no ‘2d-
oo vantagc to the company.”|| it

I'can add nothing to thefe words, Wh‘lCh can
fhew the improprietyand illegality of thlS{t'l ade
in'a ftronger light ; ‘but the evil’ wa§ “ndt notw
to be checked.  Had Mr. Vanfittart fet thc ex-

‘ample of felf-denial, (which was mofe iinme-
dxate]y his duty, as wcll froin the fank he bore,
as in gratitade 'to his employers, “from’ whem
he, at this'time, received near 20,060l ferling
per annuin) it might Irive beén prevented’s bat,
although hc was fo greata mafter of thevéilons
agunf’c i, “yét he, toaether with almeit 2llthe
agents of the company, havenowa gréat part
of their fortunes embarked in ity and muﬁ

therefore, either fupport ‘thie mca{urc, oF give
up the profpcé’c of the valt fortuftes tlicv ex-
pected to'acquire in'it:

Mr: Vanfittart, who forefaw the ‘violent dxf—
putes this was like to bring on, theughtto'pre-
vent it by "omg himnfelf to the fubatl ¢ Mon-

' figheer,

I This s taken fron* a remonftrance from Meer ]aﬂir,
1766.

(41
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gheer, where he entered into certain articles for’
the condu&ing this trade; but the remedy
proved worfe than the difeafe ; for it fubmitted
the fubjecs of the company to the jurifdi&tion
of the fubah’s courts ;'a moft inexcufable error
inany man, who had refided only a month in
that countty, in which fpace of time he could
not have failed of learning, that in them bri-
bcry prevails to the utter exclufion of juftice.
Neither did' the difference of paying 2 and a
half or g per cent, tend any ways to remove the

injuries occafioned by this oppreffive trade : it
was with refpe@ to: the natives, (who neve
could catry falt the diftance of Patna ‘without
paying from 30 to 40 per cent. ) as much a mo-.
nopoly as ever.

The fubah deemed this: conceffion a com-
plete vx(’cory, and determined to putan end to
the Englith influence throughout the country :
"The orders he iffued on this occafion wéré drawn
upina triumphant flile; and his officers and
fobjects, long opprefled by the fupenor power
of the If,ncrl fh, thought this the time to take
their revenge, by the moft i injurious oppreflive
behaviour, which they undoubtedly thought

would be agreeable to their mafter. Thefe were
retalliated, and a war feemed inevitable : but
that a war was not the objet that the council
fought for, is paft a doubt, or Mr. Amyatt
would not have offered himfelf to go on a de-
patation to negociate with Meer Ceffim (what
he thought) a peace, though moftabfurdly fos
for, to infilt upon carryicg on the inland trade,
paymg 2 and a half per cent, was the fame, in

Cﬁb&s



( 41 )
effed, as infifting upon. the fubah’s confent to
the ruin of himfelf and all his fubjects, which
he was fo far from intending, that, itisevident
to me, he had already determined on a war,

Mzr. Vanfittart had laid it down as an inva-
riable maxim, to ftrengthen and fupport the
fubah’s government to the utmoft of his power:
he placed an entire confidence in him, and
kept up no fort of connetion with any one in
his court or dominions. So perfect a confidence
in a man from whom he had wrefted three
rich provinces, xmphes a want of Judgmcnt,
very unaccountable inaman of Mr. Vanfittart’s
abilities, his experience on the coalt ‘of Coro-
mandel never taught him fuch a principle ; for
tho’ Mahmud Ally is, perhaps, one of the beft
Mahometans who ever governed in Indla, yet
we never extended our confidence m. him fo
far, as to.truft him with the whole power of
his country uncentrovled ; but have _always
garrifoned his forts with our own troops ‘What-
ever Mr. Vanfittart’s views of motives might
‘have been, Meer Cofiim well knew how to
avail him(elf of them, of which he foon gave
an inftance, which will for ever be remem-
bered, to our difhonour in that country.

I hav e,;(in the Deginning of thefe obfcrva-
tions, mentioned the protection I’o]cmn]y pro-
mifed by lo:d Clive to j'wout(eat His coufin,
S#eroopehand was his equal in the houfe; their
families lived together, and it was with them
an invariable rule never to fuffer the two to go
out at the fume time; nordid one ever take out
his dwa children, but the children of the other:

G Thele
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Thefe rules were eftablithed, as well for fecu-
rity againft each other, as againft the govern-
ment. About this perfod Meer Coflim fent for
bath othe’ feats'to Mbng weer: Tam, told they
feeretly claimed our prote&xon, 1f they didipot,
b lcduid “only “afife” from' the little, expe&mon
theycould ‘have 'of ‘obtaining it, after. the dif-
wgard we had'thewn to Ramnaran Upon the
prmmplc which Mr. Vanfittart had laid down,
viz, < that the fubah was mafter of his, fub-
¢ jelts, and -that we'had no right.to intetfere
«c herweer them,” they were abandoned, and
obliged 1o atrend the fummons: they were, both
put ander’ confinement ; and, upon the. fubah 5
ill fuccefs, both put to an ignominious . death.
‘And’thus'the ‘meafure’ of our mﬁdehny was
completcd, to'all with whom we had entered
mfomny enwagement ’
Wil o the ? fubah 'thus uwdetexmmed our
firengehy by thewing to his fubje@s the fatal
-confcciuencés of engqo'ng with the Exwh(h he
whas! (ecretly zrdvancmg his own by foxmmv un-
known 'to’" 48, “the ‘moft formidable and beft
completed ‘army that had evcx been feen in that
‘countryy and though M. mﬁttqrt ‘had often
héard repofts to this efie&@, he gave no fort of
creditzto them, but txe"tcd themias ;xrtxﬁces of
‘his-atlverfiries'to bring on a_rupture. A more
‘mhiterly firoke of po:,cy in Meer Cofiim was
his eoniinually debauching out {epays from us;
andlior thefearts he was he“oldf a,to his Ar-
menian ‘minifters, a’ fét of people wham Mr..
Vauﬁtt:ut thou‘d ot have fuxfcn.d exthcr about

-~ him-
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himfelf ‘'or the fubah, whe betrayed out; coun~
cils'and urged on the war., al

Meer Coffim was himfelfa coward and wba]ﬂ:
Mr. Amyatt was with himy, I imagine his punds
often fluGtuated between peace and war. . Hes
détermined for the laft, as appears by M. Amv-;
att’s letter of the 25th of _}une, 176~, a few-
days after he left the Nabob, . whereis he fd)b,
“t"he and Mr. Hay_both judged that. he in<:
‘¢ ‘tended war, and that he would attack our.
¢ troops .at Patna; that four days before an;
¢ Atmenian commander, with a ftrong.rein+.;
- forcemént of horfe and foot, went to Patm,
« and that the Armenians {o.ely managid [him
<c and’'urged the 'difpute.”  Indeed his/beha=.
viour to l\llr Amyatt, as well as tHc reftiof his
.condu®;, ' convinced me that his refolution was
taken, founded on the affurance of . fuceefs his
Armenian minifters gave him.  If;this hed not
been his detelmmmon, Mecr Lo(ﬁm had fenfe.
enough to know, and s daht My Vi affured
bim be would cer. tam/)' be redreled from Ln 'r/zzm"
Other proofs are fince COI‘IL. from Gcmral
Carnac to bis friends, copies of the ordersifos
the attack of Mr, Ellis, and the maffacre of thew
Engliths fo that  had not Mr. Eilis ettacked
the city as_he did, he would probably, have
been himfelf attacked the following day. «The
prepatations the fubah had made, elearly prove:,
his intentions ; for forces swere already detached
into Bengal, and the war began in all parts als,
moft'in the fame moment.

1f the word of an Armenian may be adoait-
ted as authority, T have before me a letter from

Gz A gen-
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2 gentleman in councilat Calcutta, a/man of
very fair chacatter, wherein he mentions what
the brother of the {ubab’s prime minifter told
him, viz: ¢ Sir you jufl hit the critical time:;
¢ a few months delay would have overfet you,
¢ and ﬁrlpped you of every. privilege and pof-
¢* feflion in that country.” The 'fame gen-
tleman fays, this I firmly bclxeve, ««.Had we

¢ not begun with him, he would with us,
¢ whenever his forces were brought into'that
<5 regularity of difcipline he intended.”  And
it is probable. that, when no longer awed by
usy he would' have proved one of !the -moft
bloody tyrants the world ever produced; for in
his retreat from the country, he put to/death
niot only, all the Englith prifoners: an-his hands,
butalfo the feats, with many marks ofignominy
and cruelty, Rammnaran, with nine of his fa-
mily ;; Rajahbullub and his fon, and every man
of rank, or fubftance in his power,; though he
could not poffibly derive any advantage from it.

Lord Clive, by a ftri&t adherence to ever

engagement he had entered into, had eftablithed
fuch a national xeputation, that I am convinced
there was not a man in the three provinces,
who would net have joined the Englith forces
on a fingle letter: but the giving up ‘the perfons
of Ramnaran and the feats into thé fubah’s
power, had fo totally changed their fentiments
of us, that Englifh faith was now as much de-
tefted as it was before refpe’%d ; and although
Meer Coffim fought feveral battles, and in each

drew nearer to his ruin, not a fingle man joined
us to the laft.

Ar. V.



(45 )

Mr. V. throughout " his ' book imputcs it to
hxs adverfaties, that' from the beommng they
were determined to reftore Meer Jaftir, ‘though
they conftantly denied it to' their moft intimate
friends, and wrote, that though they dlfapproved
of the revolution; which placed Meer Coffim in
the fubahthip, they thought'it their duty not
to involve the company in another war. They
alfor difapproved the fubah’s being permitted to
refide 200'miles from his capital, witliout any
oné on.our ‘part to watch his actions,” which
they were :told (and the iffae proved it true)
tended all to preparations for war, and;® they
behieved againit us.  The giving - up Raiinaran J
and 'the feats'was another meafure théyfbould
by no “means’ approve ‘of ;' and had” the at‘my
taken the' ficld ‘the momerit Ratinaran Wis' pUt
in irons; orithe feats confined, the” War Had
been much more juftifiable thaa‘in‘the fupport
of pnvxlegcs, to Wthh they had no’ rlght.

e
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\HE reftoring Jaffir Ally Cawn’ to the
fubahfhxp was the neceflary confequence
of the war againft Coflim Ally Cawn, and the
conditionson which he wasto be reftored were, '
befides the.confirmation of former treaties,

“That he fhould maintain twelve thoufand
horfe and twelve thoufand foot, which num-
ber: fhould not:be exceeded without the con-
fent of - the company, that he hould permita-
conftant - refident at hlS court, on behalf of
the;company.

That:the orders 1ﬁued by Coﬁim A}Iy Cawn, "
declariftg all+trade exempt ‘from cuftoms for
twojyears; fhould "he' be reverfed, and the '
Englifhupérmitted to trade free of duty onall"
conmmogities - except’ falt, which' thould -pay
twosand a-half per cent.

Thigityslaacks of rapees to be paid to the
companys: to deﬁ ay thcu: Joffes and expenccs
in thq'war y |

Al private perfons, mh bitants of Cakuttq,
to be reimburfed fuchloflesas they thould prove
beforethe governor-and council ;* befides this
publie trc**t} ; thierewere the foﬂowm g feparate
articles,~which are not entered on the records.

That twenty-five laacks 'fhould be pald to.

theatmy for their {ervices, and h:\lftlnt fum
" to themavy.

The war was carried ‘on with fuch fuccefs
againft Coffim Ally, that'he was foon driven
ontpf his:dominions; and” implored the pro-
teGionsof Sujaly Dowla, ‘the’ foub'dl of the
next province’s who, 'on ‘hearing Coffim Ally
had gatered his dominions wrh a confiderable

: force,
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force, which ftill remained attached to hint,
thought it proper to move towards the Bengal
frontier ; when having made Coffim Ally dif-
mifs his troops, and probably having taken a
confiderable thare of his treafures, he then fo-
lemnly took him under his protecion. -

It does not appear Sujah Dowla had at this
time any intention of invading the Bengal pro-
vinces, but our fuccefs againft: Coffim Ally
was followed by a mutiny among our troops,
at the inftigation of fome French men in our
fervice; a batallion of fepoys, and about two*
hundred Europeans (moftly foreigners) march-
ed off to the enemy, with their arms, colours;
and, two field pieces, and the reft were W1th
dlﬁ‘xculty réftrained from following ‘them.'

Flattered by thefe circumftances of ourdif>
trefs, Sujah Dowla feemed to affure himfelf
of an eafy conqueft of the threesprovinces,
which Tie immediately invaded. | General Car-
nac, who at this time commanded our 'zrmy,
wxﬁly declined hazardmg an aéion:’ as the
mutinots, pirit _in the army: was notiyetire-"
duced, “he ftood on the defenfive; and always
1cpulied the encmy and covered Patna, till the
rains put an end to all.operations. ‘General
Carpdc bvmg {foon after difmified from the fer=-
vice by orders from England, the commandde-
volved on major I\/Iunro, who, by a well=timed
feverity, reduced, the army to obedience stoolt
thefis ld'mdgam ‘t‘xexmportmtbqttlcofBuxax‘

Affairs) n Calcutta were puthed withasmuch
vigour 25 in the field; Mir Jaflir wasextremely
prefied for. payment of the feveral demands o’

him,
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him. The expence of the army was enormous,
for we did not now fight our battles with a
handful of men as at Plaflyin 1757. Themili-
tary eftablifhmenthad beenannually encreafing
ever fince lord Clive left the country, and
now confifted of 18000 horfe and foot, the ex-
pence of which foon fwallowed up the thirty
laacks paid by Meer Jaffir ; as alfo the further
fum of five laacks per month, which Mir Jaffir
had agreed to pay while the war lafted; and
- the company were finking from forty to fifty
thoufand pounds every month of their capital :
befides the maintaining the war at this im-
gnenfe expence, Meer Jaflir was clofely prefled

for the vaft fums tobe paid on privateaccounts.
The article of the treaty ftipulating an in-
demnification for privateloffes, proveda fource
‘of the moft dithonourable oppreffion.” Meer
Jaftie was firft aflured the loffes would not
" amount to more than ten laacks, on the faith
of which he confented to make them good ;
he was foonaftertold it would be twenty, then
thirty, then forty, and was finally fixed at fifty-
thfee laacks, or' 700,000/ of which feven-
eighths was for loffes {uftained (or {aid to be
fuftained) in an. illicit monopcly of the necef-
{ariesof life, carricd on againft the'orders of the
company, and to the utter ruin of many thou-
fandsof thie India merchants: That we may not
lofe the fight of the Englith conduét in this,
I{hall here bring thisfubjed to a conclufion, by
informing the reader, that the court of directors
being juftly alarmed at the fatal confequences
they apprehended from this trade, had under
date
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date, the 8thof February 1764, moft pofitively
ordered their fervants to put a total and effec-
tual ftop to  the inland trade, in-falt.  Mr.
Vanfittart and his council met to debateonthis
order, and came to a refolution to carry it on,
paying ‘two and a half per cent. Mr. Vanfittart
15 pleafed to urge, contraditory orders were
then arrived, or foon expected. Mr.Vanfittart
miftakes both in dates and faéts. Four months
after the above order, the court of directors,
conformable to an order of a general courty in-
formed their agents at Bengal, that lord: Clive
and the fele@t committee would have powers
to regulate the inland trade, meaniagto regu-
late 1t fo, that 1t thould neither beropprefiive
to thenatives nor hurtful to the Nabob’s reve-
nue s but this letter was not reeeived:|nor
“ known:cof at that period of ‘time!svhen the
above réfolution was agreed tos!

To return to the demands made upon Meer
Jaffir. “The twentv five laacks, tipulated for
the army; were nw.rly difcharged, bat-alldeli-
cacy.of 'conduét was laid afide, in theanan-
ner in: which payment was obtained (for/ the
7000001, for  private lofies, half ofwhich
was foon extorted from him, tho’ the company
were at that time finking under the burth\.n
of the:war, and obliged: to borrow geeat fams
of ‘money of their fervants at cight per icent.
intereft);iand even with  that affittance could
not carry on both 'their. war and their inve(t-
ment,: but fent their (hips half loaded to'Eu-
rope.

H When



e

When advice was received of Tord Clive’ s
departure from England, the perfecution of
Meer Jaffir for payment of the feveral de~
mands on him held pace with their fears of
lord Clive's difapprobation of their condu&,
and I make no doubt that the indignities he
fuffered haftened his death, by bringing on a
bad ftate of health, which ended i 2 dropfy,
of which he died two months after Mr. Van=
fittart left the country,

FINISES,





















